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33 fellows from 25 different countries and regions
8 faculty members from the United States and Austria
20 lectures, 1 case presentation session given by faculty



32 interesting case presentations by fellows



5 excellent case presentations selected by faculty

Faculty Photo (L-R)
Wolfgang Aulitzky, MD (Medical Director, OMI/ AAF); Andrea Dawson, MD; Akeesha A. Shah, MD;
Renate Kain, MD, PhD (Co-Course Director); Zsuzsanna Bago-Horvath, MD, PhD;
Steven D. Billings, MD (Course Director); Jesse McKenney, MD; Romana Hoeftberger, MD
and Irene Sulzbacher, MD, Assoc. Prof.

Group Photo of Faculty and Fellows
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

05.01.2020

06.01.2020

07.01.2020

08.01.2020

09.01.2020

10.01.2020

11.01.2020

07:00 08:00

BREAKFAST

BREAKFAST

BREAKFAST

BREAKFAST

BREAKFAST

DEPARTURES

08:00 09:00

Introductions
Pre-Seminar Test

Papillary Lesions of the Breast

Fibrohistiocytic Tumors

Uterine Smooth Muscle Tumors

Metaplastic Carcinoma of the
Breast

Andrea Dawson, MD

Steven D. Billings, MD

Jesse McKenney, MD

Andrea Dawson, MD

09:00 10:00

10:00 10:30

10:30 11:30

11:30 12:30

12:30 14:00

Melanocytic Tumors

Sclerosing Lesions: Pitfalls in
Interpretation

Cystic Lesions of the Jaw and
Neck

Adipocytic Neoplasia

Breast Core Needle Biopsy: A
Practical Approach to Difficult
Lesions

Steven D. Billings, MD

Andrea Dawson, MD

Irene Sulzbacher, MD, Assoc. Prof.

Jesse McKenney, MD

Andrea Dawson, MD

COFFEE BREAK

COFFEE BREAK

COFFEE BREAK

COFFEE BREAK

COFFEE BREAK

Salivary Gland Neoplasms Part 1

An Approach to Spindle Cell
Tumors

Antibody-Associated
Autoimmune Encephalitis

Bread and Butter
Sinonasal Tract Pathology

Inflammatory Dermatopathology
Part 1

Akeesha A. Shah, MD

Jesse McKenney, MD

Romana Hoeftberger, MD

Akeesha A. Shah, MD

Steven D. Billings, MD

Salivary Gland Neoplasms Part 2

Myxoid Soft Tissue Tumors

Neoadjuvant Chemotherapy:
Quantifying Response

An Approach to Neck Masses

Inflammatory Dermatopathology
Part 2

Akeesha A. Shah, MD

Jesse McKenney, MD

Zsuzsanna Bago-Horvath, MD, PhD

Akeesha A. Shah, MD

Steven D. Billings, MD

LUNCH

LUNCH

LUNCH

LUNCH

LUNCH

Vascular Neoplasms

14:00 15:00

Post-Seminar Test
Evaluation & Discussion

Steven D. Billings, MD
15:00 16:00

Workshop
How to Present a Case

16:00 17:00

Workshop
Case Presentations
by Faculty to Fellows

Free Afternoon

Workshop
Fellows' Case Presentations

17:00 - 17:15

17:00 18:00
18:00 19:00

Workshop
Fellows' Case Presentations

OMI/AAF PRESENTATION
FACULTY MEETING TO REVIEW
THE WEEK

FAREWELL RECEPTION
DINNER

19:00 20:00

DINNER
WELCOME RECEPTION & DINNER

20:00 21:00

FACULTY DINNER
IN PRIVATE HOME

DINNER

DINNER

20:30 – 21:30
CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT

GRADUATION DINNER
Certificates Awarded

Saturday
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FACULTY

Wolfgang Aulitzky, MD is the Medical Director of the
American Austrian Foundation. He is Associate Dean for
International Medicine and Distance Learning, Adjunct Prof. of
Clinical Urology and Adjunct Prof. of Clinical Reproductive
Medicine at the Weill Medical College of Cornell
University/New York Presbyterian Hospital. In 2016, he was
appointed Adjunct Professor of Pediatrics in the Associated
Faculty of the Perelman School of Medicine at the Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia. He is also Associate Prof. of Urology
at the Medical University of Innsbruck and Visiting Professor
at the Medical University of Vienna. Amongst others he is a
member of the American, German and Austrian Societies of
Urology and was awarded the Zuckerkandlpreis of the
Austrian Society of Urology in 1989. In 1995 he received the
Silver Medal, in 2007 the Golden Medal for Merits to the
Republic of Austria and in 2014 the cross of honor of the Land
Salzburg. As Director of the Medical Program of the American
Austrian Foundation he has initiated the Open Medical
Institute, a scientific and educational collaboration of Weill
Cornell and the NewYork Presbyterian Hospital, the Children
Hospital of Philadelphia, Duke University, Columbia
University, the Cleveland Clinic and leading hospitals in
Austria. Dr. Aulitzky earned his medical degree at the
University of Innsbruck in 1977, was a research associate at
the University of Uppsala, Sweden and the Rockefeller
University, New York. He received his training as an urologist
at the University of Innsbruck and the General Hospital of
Salzburg. He is the author of more than 140 publications on
Urology, Andrology and Health Care issues and is co-author
of books on basic and clinical urology/andrology.
Wolfgang Aulitzky, MD
Director, Open Medical Institute
American Austrian Foundation
Associate Dean and Gerhard Andlinger Professor
for International Medicine & Distance Learning
Adjunct Professor of Clinical Urology
Adjunct Professor of Clinical Reproductive Medicine
Weill Medical College of Cornell University
Adjunct Professor of Pediatrics
Perelman School of Medicine at the Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia
Associate Professor of Urology
Medical University of Innsbruck, Austria
Kärntner Straße 51/II/Top 4
1010 Vienna
Austria
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

+43-1-533-8658
+43-1-533-8658-10
w.aulitzky@openmedicalinstitute.org

Steven D. Billings, MD (Course Director) completed his
pathology residency at Indiana University School of Medicine
in Indianapolis. Following his residency, he completed a
fellowship in both soft tissue pathology at Emory University
and dermatopathology at Indiana University. Upon completion
of his post graduate studies, he joined the faculty at Indiana
University School of Medicine, where he practiced for several
years. In 2007 he joined the faculty at the Cleveland Clinic
where he serves as co-director of the dermatopathology
section and also staffs the soft tissue pathology service. He is
Professor of Pathology at the Cleveland Clinic Lerner College
of Medicine. His research interests are in dermatopathology
and soft tissue pathology with a special emphasis on
cutaneous soft tissue tumors. He is the author of over 150
peer-reviewed articles, numerous invited reviews and more
than 70 book chapters. Dr. Billings has co-authored books on
inflammatory dermatopathology, cutaneous soft tissue
tumors, and is a co-author on the current edition of McKee’s
Pathology of the Skin with Clinical Correlations. He is a peer
reviewer and editorial board member for several journals and
was a member of the Consensus Committee for the WHO
Classification of Skin Tumours. He has a strong interest in
education and gives numerous invited lectures and continuing
medical education courses.
Steven D. Billings, MD
Co-Director, Dermatopathology Section
Department of Pathology
Cleveland Clinic
Main Campus, Mail Code L25
9500 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44195
USA
Phone:
Email:

+1-216-444-2826
billins@ccf.org

Renate Kain, MD, PhD (Co-Course Director) is full
Professor of Pathology and head of the Department of
Pathology at the Medical University in Vienna. She qualified in
Medicine in Vienna before training in general histopathology,
cytopathology, molecular and renal pathology with Dontscho
Kerjaschki in Vienna and Michael Mihatsch in Basel. Since
1992 she has been a consultant histopathologist and routinely
practices in general histopathology, molecular genetics and
ultrastructural pathology with special expertise in renal
pathology and a particular interest in small vessel vasculitis. In
addition to local teaching she organizes international
workshops on renal pathology and is author of several books.
After initial scientific training in renal cell biology in Vienna,
she spent four years at the Burnham Institute, La Jolla,
California in Minoru Fukuda’s Laboratory to expand her
research expertise in molecular cell biology and glycobiology.
During her training she acquired a wide range of techniques
including a thorough training in rodent pathology, protein
biochemistry, glycobiology, immunological methods (Western
blotting, ELISA, FACS, immunohistochemistry on light
microscopical and TEM level), molecular pathology and cell
biological methods. In 1999 she was awarded a Kidney
Research UK Senior Fellowship at Aberdeen University where
she obtained a PhD for the proteomic analysis of antigenic
targets in autoimmunity. She worked in Aberdeen both as
consultant histopathologist and senior research fellow until
returning to her present post in the department of Pathology at
the Medical University in Vienna in 2006. In 2016 she was
appointed Professor of Pathology and Head of Department of
Pathology at the Medical University of Vienna. Renate Kain’s
research focusses on glycoproteins as targets for
autoimmunity in glomerulonephritis and her work addressing
general clinic-pathological problems and resulting manuscripts
have been published in a wide range of high impact journals
and presented at more than 100 international conferences.
Renate Kain is married with two children and lives in Vienna.
Renate Kain, MD, PhD
Department of Pathology
Medical University Vienna
Waehringer Guertel 18-20
1090 Vienna
Austria
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

+43-1-40400-36500
+43-1-40400-37070
renate.kain@meduniwien.ac.at

Zsuzsanna Bago-Horvath, MD, PhD is an Associate
Professor of Pathology at the Department of Pathology of the
Medical University of Vienna. She graduated from the Medical
University of Vienna where she also completed her further
scientific and resident training. She is a specialized breast
pathologist who is a member of the European Working Group
for Breast Screening Pathology and the International TILS
Working Group. She also functions as a vice secretary for the
Austrian Society of Senology and is a member of the Austrian
Breast and Colorectal Cancer Study Group (ABCSG), where
she contributes to clinical studies as a reference pathologist.
At the Comprehensive Cancer Center of the Medical
University of Vienna, she is a member of the Executive Board
of the Breast Care Center. The central subject of her expertise
and research are prognostic and predictive factors that govern
the progression and therapy response in breast cancer. The
combination of histopathology, molecular analyses and animal
models facilitate a thorough understanding of how cellular
mechanisms contribute to the effect of personalized breast
cancer therapy. Together with the ABCSG, she participated in
the validation of multigenomic assays (Endopredict, PAM50ROR) to aid everyday clinical decisions to offer patients
personalized therapy options.
Zsuzsanna Bago-Horvath, MD, PhD
Associate Professor
Department of Pathology
Medical University of Vienna
Waehringer Guertel 18-20
1090 Vienna
Austria
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

+43-1-40400-36500
+43-1-40400-36900
zsuzsanna.horvath@meduniwien.ac.at

Andrea Dawson, MD is a staff pathologist at the Cleveland
Clinic Foundation specializing in breast pathology. Dr.
Dawson grew up in Wyoming and did her undergraduate
studies in Chemistry at the University of Utah. She then
obtained her MD degree from the University of Utah. Dr.
Dawson completed a residency and surgical pathology
fellowship at Brigham and Women’s Hospital/Harvard Medical
School where she was also chief resident. Dr. Dawson
worked as an Associate Professor of Pathology at the
University of Rochester, Rochester New York for 9 years,
where she obtained board certification in cytopathology and in
addition began her lifelong interest in breast pathology. Dr.
Dawson started working at the Cleveland Clinic Foundation in
1998 doing both cytopathology and breast pathology. For
many years, she has been the director of the breast
subspecialty group at the Cleveland Clinic and has held the
position of Director of Cytopathology. Her interests in
pathology are currently focused solely on breast pathology.
Outside of work, she is pursuing her passion for fine art
nature photography. She has raised four children and lives
with her husband Mike in Moreland Hills, Ohio.
Andrea Dawson, MD
Staff Pathologist
Breast Subspecialty Group
Cleveland Clinic Foundation
9500 Euclid Ave, L25
Cleveland, OH 44195-5138
USA
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

+1-216-444-5468
+1-216-445-6967
dawsonae59@gmail.com

Romana Hoeftberger, MD is a neuropathologist at the
Medical University of Vienna (MUV). She started her career in
2001 as research fellow at the Center for Brain Research
focusing on immunopathology in multiple sclerosis. She
continued with her residency for neuropathology at the
Institute of Neurology in Vienna, which she completed in 2011
with her habilitation "Pathogenesis of autoimmune-mediated
inflammatory brain diseases". During her postdoctoral studies
at the Service of Neurology at the University of Barcelona,
Spain, under the supervision of Prof. Dalmau and Prof.
Graus, she investigated the impact of anti-GABA(B)R and
anti-AMPAR antibodies in brain autoimmunity and described
the main immunological findings and clinical pictures. After
her return in 2014 she was leader of the Neuroimmunology
working group at the Institute of Neurology at the Medical
University of Vienna and in January 2020 she will become
head of the Division of Neuropathology and Neurochemistry
at the Department of Neurology at the Medical University of
Vienna. Her research at the intersection of neuropathology
and neurobiology has a main focus on the characterization of
autoimmune diseases targeting CNS proteins. This includes
the description of neuropathological changes of autoimmunemediated CNS diseases, search for novel target antigens and
associated syndromes, and development and improvement of
diagnostic tests. Her research focuses on elucidating the
molecular and cellular mechanisms underlying the immunemediated tissue injury in disorders such as demyelinating
CNS diseases (multiples sclerosis, neuromyelitis opitca,
ADEM), anti-neuronal autoimmune encephalitis, and
paraneoplastic neurological syndromes. Her findings impact
multiple clinical and basic research disciplines, linking
immunological processes with disease aspects in
neurodegeneration, neuro-oncology, and epilepsy.
Romana Hoeftberger, MD
Associate Professor of Neuropathology
Division of Neuropathology and Neurochemistry
Medical University of Vienna
Waehringer Guertel 18-20
1090 Vienna
Austria
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

+43-1-40400-55040
+43-1-40400-55110
romana.hoeftberger@meduniwien.ac.at

Jesse McKenney, MD is a surgical pathologist specializing in
neoplastic pathology. He is a native Texan from the
Dallas/Fort-Worth area who attended Texas A&M University
and subsequently the University of Texas Southwestern
Medical School at Dallas, where he began his pathology
career as a post-sophomore fellow. He completed anatomic
pathology residency at Emory University in Atlanta, GA
(gaining subspecialty training in both genitourinary and soft
tissue pathology) and completed a surgical pathology
fellowship at Stanford University with a focus on gynecologic
pathology. Dr. McKenney has held faculty positions at the
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences and Stanford
University and is now the Vice Chair for faculty development
in the Department of Pathology at the Cleveland Clinic. Dr.
McKenney served on the Education Committee of the United
States and Canadian Academy of Pathology for 8 years and is
a current member of both the WHO and AJCC committees for
the classification and staging of genitourinary neoplasia. He
also serves on the current NCCN committee for prostate
cancer treatment guidelines. He has authored or co-authored
over 100 manuscripts and is co-editor of the 11th edition of
Rosai and Ackerman’s Surgical Pathology. Dr. McKenney’s
current research interests include the pathologic analysis of
prostate biopsies for active surveillance management and the
evolving classification of renal neoplasia. He lives with his wife
and three children in Cleveland, OH.
Jesse McKenney, MD
Vice Chair
Faculty Development
Cleveland Clinic
Cleveland, OH 44195
USA
Email:

mckennj@ccf.org

Akeesha A. Shah, MD is a pathologist that joined the
Cleveland Clinic in 2016. She practices cytopathology and
head and neck pathology. She is originally from Trinidad and
Tobago and moved to the USA in 2000 to attend the
University of Vermont. She resided in Vermont for ten years
and during this time she also completed her medical school
training. She moved to the University of Virginia for her
anatomic and clinical pathology residency training, where she
served as chief resident. Dr. Shah also completed her
cytopathology fellowship at the University of Virginia and
finally concluded her training with a one-year head and neck
pathology fellowship at the University of Pittsburgh Medical
Center. Her research interests include rare tumors of the head
and neck. She is married to David and together they have two
sons, Daniel (5) and Jonathan (6 months), and a big, fluffy cat
named Juju. She is a “foodie” at heart and sees it as a great
way to learn and embrace new cultures. She spends her time
listening to music of various genres, weightlifting, reading
thrillers, playing with her kids and binge-watching various TV
shows.
Akeesha A. Shah, MD
Staff Pathologist
Cleveland Clinic
9500 Euclid Avenue L25
Cleveland, OH 44195
USA
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

+1-216-636-9407
+1-216-445-3707
akeeshaashah@gmail.com

Irene Sulzbacher, MD, Assoc. Prof. is working at the Clinical
Institute of Pathology, where she performed her medical
training and specialised in bone and jaw pathology. During
this time, she worked half a year at the former Department of
Osteopathology at the Medical University of Hamburg under
the direction of Professor Dr. Delling. She performed research
in the field of bone tumours, especially tumour genesis of
human osteosarcoma and holds an associate professorship
for pathology. Since the onset of the new study of dental
medicine at the University of Vienna she is in charge of
students training in the field of pathology. Irene Sulzbacher is
mentoring students and residents and is a member of the
Ethics Committee of the Medical University of Vienna.
Irene Sulzbacher, MD, Assoc. Prof.
Clinical Institute of Pathology
Medical University of Vienna
Waehringer Guertel 18-20
1090 Vienna
Austria
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

+43-1-40400-36500
+43-1-40400-37070
irene.sulzbacher@meduniwien.ac.at
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Fellow Booklet 710SCLS20 Pathology
Dilara Akbulut, MD
Ankara University
Department of Pathology
Adnan Saygun Street
06000 Ankara
Turkey
akbulutdilara@gmail.com

Ainash Altayeva, MD, PhD
Almaty Oncology Center
Department of Pathology
Utepov Street 3
050000 Almaty
Kazakhstan
doctor-ainash@mail.ru

Mahmud Baghirzade, MD, PhD
Azerbaijan Medical University
Department of Pathology
Samrd Vurgun Street 167
AZ1022 Baku
Azerbaijan
mahmud.bagirzade@gmail.com

Tsend-Ayush Batsaikhan, MD
Mongolian National University of Medical Sciences
Department of Pathology
BZD District 12th Khoroo
13260 Ulaanbaatar
Mongolia
tsendayush.batsaikhan@gmail.com

Nina Bondarenko, Assoc. Prof, MD, PhD
Dnipropetrovsk Medical Academy
Department of Pathology
9, Vernadsky
49000 Dnipro
Ukraine
petruk.dp@gmail.com

Ulugbek Boratov, MD
State Institution Fergana Region Branch of Republican Specialized
Scienti c - Practical Medical Center of Oncology and Radiology
Department of Pathology
11, Gulistan Street
150100 Fergana
Uzbekistan
boratov92@list.ru

Matic Bošnjak, MD
Institute of Oncology, Ljubljana
Department of Pathology
Korytkova 2
1000 Ljubljana
Slovenia
matic.bosnjak@gmail.com

Alexandr Corsumba, MD
State University of Medicine and Pharmacy “Nicolae Testemiţanu”
Department of Pathology
29 Testemitanu Street
2025 Chisinau
Moldova
anatomiepatologica1@gmail.com

Danica Cvetkovic, MD
Insititute for Forensic Medicine, School of Medicine, University of Belgrade in
Serbia
Department of Pathology
Deligradska 31a
11000 Belgrade
Serbia
danica.cvetkovic@outlook.com

Iris Dino, MD
'Mother Theresa' University Hospital Center
Department of Pathology
Rr. Dibres 372
1000 Tirana
Albania
irisciraku@gmail.com

Mojmir Ducar, MD
Alpha Medical Banská Bystrica
Department of Pathology
Nam. L. Svobodu 1
974 01 Banská Bystrica
Slovakia
mojmir@divadlo.sk

Asel Eshieva, MD
Osh State University
Department of Pathology
Avtodorojnik 215
723500 Osh
Kyrgyzstan
eshieva020928@gmail.com

Borys Fylenko, MD, PhD
Ukrainian Medical Stomatological Academy
Department of Pathology
23, Shevchenko Street
36000 Poltava
Ukraine
borysfylenko@gmail.com

Benedek Gyongyosi, MD PhD
Semmelweis University
Department of Pathology
Üllői út 93.
1091 Budapest
Hungary
gyongyosib@gmail.com

Jan Hrudka, MD
University Hospital Královské Vinohrady
Department of Pathology
Srobarova
110 00 Prague
Czech Republic
jan.hrudka@gmail.com

Ludmila Ivanova, MD
Alpha Medical Košice
Department of Pathology
Gorkeho 8
040 01 Kosice
Slovakia
budmil.hrehova@gmail.com

Peter Juhasz, MD
University of Debrecen
Department of Pathology
Nagyerdei Körút 98
4032 Debrecen
Hungary
peter.juhasz@med.unideb.hu

Aleksei Konstantinov, MD
St. Petersburg Clinical Research Center for Spezialized Types of Medical
Care (Oncology)
Department of Pathology
Leningradskaya 68a Lit A
197758 Saint Petersburg
Russian Federation
konstantinov2007@gmail.com

Magdalena Lewandowska, MD, PhD
Pomeranian Medical University
Department of Pathology
Unii Lubelskiej 1
71-252 Szczecin
Poland
puellae@o2.pl

Alena Lisneuskaya, MD
Healthcare Establishment "Minsk Region Pathology Center"
Department of Pathology
1
223041 Lesnoy
Belarus
helena-lisa@ya.ru

Egor Lozhkin, MD
Republican Clinical Oncology Center
Department of Pathology
Truda, 3
426009 Izhevsk
Russian Federation
gogegor@yandex.ru

Armela Priftaj, MD
"Mbreteresha Geraldine" University Hospital of Obstetrics and Gynecology,
Tirana, Albania
Department of Pathology
Bulevardi Zog I
1001 Tirana
Albania
armelapriftaj@gmail.com

Margus Reimann, MD
Tartu University Hospital
Department of Pathology
L. Puusepa 8
50406 Tartu
Estonia
margus.reimann@kliinikum.ee

Diana Rodríguez Orihuela, MD
Instituto Nacional de Ciencias Médicas y Nutrición Salvador Zubirá
Department of Pathology
Las Flores 133
50180 Vasco de Quiroga
Mexico
dianalro@outlook.com

Fatlinda Sadiku Zehri, MD
University Clinical Center of Kosovo, Prishtina Kosovo
Department of Pathology
Rrethi i Spitalit p.n., Prishtinë
10000 Prishtina
Kosovo
fatlindas@hotmail.com

Aleksandra Sejda, MD, PhD
University of Warmia and Mazury
Department of Pathology
Żołnierska 18
10-561 Olsztyn
Poland
ola.sejda@gmail.com

Anna Semerjyan, MD, PhD
Yerevan State Medical Universiti after Mkhitar Heratsi
Department of Pathology
Koryun Street 2
0025 Yerevan
Armenia
annasemerjian@hotmail.com

Ruta Sumskaite, MD
Republican Hospital of Panevezys
Department of Pathology
Smelynes 25
LT-35144 Panevezys
Lithuania
sumskaiteruta@gmail.com

Diana Szilagyi, MD
Emergency Clinical County Hospital Timisoara
Department of Pathology
Bd.Liviu Rebreanu, Number 156
300723 Timisoara
Romania
beabongolea@gmail.com

Grigorii Tishchenko, MD
Gomel Regional Clinical Bureau of Pathology
Department of Pathology
Illicha Street 290
246040 Gomel
Belarus
dr.gregory.t@gmail.com

Dita Ulase, MD
Riga Stradiņš University
Department of Pathology
Kuldigas 9a
LV-1007 Riga
Latvia
dita.ulase@rsu.lv

Tomas Vebr, MD
Charles University, Medical Faculty
Department of Pathology
Sokolská 581
50005 Hradec Králové
Czech Republic
vebrtom@seznam.cz

Anita Zenko Sever, MD, PhD
Clinical Hospital Center Zagreb
Department of Pathology
Kišpatićeva 12
10000 Zagreb
Croatia
anita.zenko@gmail.com

SEMINAR DIARY FROM FELLOW
Dilara Akbulut, MD
Ankara University
Istanbul, Turkey
January 5 – 11, 2020

January 5, Sunday. My first impression, when I arrived Salzburg was how beautiful the city and
mountains around were looking. After an easy journey from the airport to Schloss Arenberg, a very
kind lady welcomed me at the reception. My single room was very clean and comfortable and it had a
nice garden view. After a little nap, I was ready to discover the city of Salzburg. Walking around the
narrow streets with the cheerful crowd, enjoying the view of the Alps and having some mulled wine in
the old city, I totally enjoyed my first day. Schloss Arenberg’s location is perfect, you can reach the city
center by walking only 10 minutes. I also took the funicular to visit the Salzburg castle. In the evening,
all the fellows and professors were gathered in the lobby. The director of this week’s course, Prof.
Billings held a warm welcome speech and told us about the general concepts of the course. I found the
chance to meet everybody at the dinner afterwards. It was such a welcoming environment.
January 6, Monday. We had the pre-seminar test at 8 am which I found a bit difficult but I really wanted
to learn the answers during the course. At 9 am, Prof. Billings, shared his peerless knowledge about
melanocytic tumors in the first lecture. After a coffee break, joy continued with Prof. Shah’s impressive
lectures on salivary gland neoplasms. I found it very easy to follow both of their lectures and they were
open for all questions. It was apparent that they were really eager to teach us. On the same day we
had the privilege of hearing Prof. Billings again on vascular tumors. Because fellows will have to present
their own cases on the following days, we had a special lecture about how to present a case. I found
this especially useful because it’s not a topic that you can listen to everywhere. I really appreciated the
professors’ sharing their experience. All the lecture documents were given to us in a printed form so I
could take notes and I will totally keep them with me as a reference to use in the future.
January 7, Tuesday. We had two informative lectures about the breast from Prof. Dawson in the
morning. I always enjoyed listening to lectures on breasts but these were the ones explaining
complicated concepts and I found them target-specific. One of the hardest subjects in pathology for
me has been soft tissue tumors. I had the best, simplest and most explanatory lecture ever on spindle
cell and myxoid tumors, thanks to Prof. McKenney. I realized I was trying to catch every word of the
professors, and I never got bored. I felt very satisfied with learning and understanding the hardest
subjects and getting some practical tips from such valuable teachers. In the afternoon, the fellows
presented their own cases. I think this was a very nice opportunity to make a speech in English in front
of a crowd. This experience for me is substantial. In the evening before dinner, we went outside for
having some fresh air and i walked across the river while chatting with other fellows.

January 8, Wednesday. In the morning we had a lecture on fibro histiocytic tumors from Prof. Billings
and then Prof. Sulzbacher from Vienna gave us a lecture about cystic lesions of the jaw and neck, which
I had barely ever encountered during my residency. It was very interesting to see pictures from these
peculiar cases and I felt myself very lucky whilst learning about the subject from an expert. Prof.
Hoeftberger from Vienna took us to a different world by her speech. Antibody associated autoimmune
encephalitis lecture was so catchy, I hold my breath whilst listening to her. Also, it was a pleasure to
hear about her own discoveries. It was so nice to hear about common diseases and the rare ones in
the same course. I realized, as a doctor, learning never ceases and these courses are a great
opportunity to keep myself up to date. We finished the daily program with Prof. Bago-Horvath’s lecture
on neoadjuvant chemotherapy. We had a free afternoon that day so we decided to enjoy the city again.
After walking to the city center, we visited Mozart’s birthplace. After that, we wanted to see more of
the winter view and took a bus from the city center to the Untersberg, part of the Alps, which is about
half an hour away. There, a cable car took us at the top of the mountain with the unique view of
Salzburg city and Alps. At the top we had the chance to enjoy some snow. In the evening before dinner,
we had some nice talks with friends in company of Austrian beer.
January 9, Thursday. The day started with an educatory lecture of Prof. McKenney on uterine smooth
muscle cell tumors and adipocytic neoplasms. He clarified the points which confused me a lot in my
practice. After that, we had the chance to listen to Prof. Shah again during the lecture of head and neck
lesions. With a practical point of view and different cases, I learned a lot. In the afternoon, the other
half of the fellows had their case presentations and some of them were really interesting. It was so
nice to exchange experience. After dinner, a classical music concert was waiting for us. I felt very
acquainted after all of this lectures and social program. To be honest, I was not expecting this much
from a one-week long course. This seminar has really gone beyond my thoughts. Thanks to the
professors’ eagerness to teach and the organization committee, I really had wonderful, unforgettable
time in Salzburg. Both the scientific program and Schloss Arenberg were amazing. I learned so much
that I can use in my daily practice, I gained a lot of experience on making a presentation and found the
chance to communicate with international colleagues. I think learning from other colleagues broadens
one’s point of view profusely. I hope to be in contact with most of them and maybe to meet them at
other conferences. I really appreciate all the effort behind this organization. In the future, I’d love to
be a part of the satellite symposiums in my country. I strongly recommend all the other colleagues to
apply and have this splendid experience here in beautiful Salzburg.
Dilara Akbulut, MD (Turkey)
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January 5, Sunday I arrived in Salzburg from Dnipro, Ukraine, via Kyiv and Vienna. I reached Schloss
Arenberg by Obus #10 from Salzburg Airport with a several other fellows who joined me there. After
30 min we reached Schloss Arenberg and I got a lovely first view of the city. Dr. Wolfgang K. Aulitzky
(Medical Director of AAF) and Dr. Steven Billings (Course Director) introduced the main issues of the
seminar. After filling in some papers at the reception, I got my room’s key. My apartment was nice and
cozy with a great view of the mountains. Finally, a very tasty dinner gave us opportunity to get to know
each other. I met colleagues from Poland and Armenia. It was a great way to break the ice with the
other fellows.
January 6, Monday. I woke up early in the morning, and after having breakfast we all met in the Grand
Hall. The first day of the seminar started with short introduction. Prior to the lectures, we had a preseminar test, and we would do this test again after all lectures will be done on Friday. Some questions
were completely out of my comfort zone as a pathologist and had me doubt myself a bit. Despite that
I felt myself inspired because I knew that the current seminar will cover all these issues and advance
my knowledge. The first lecture about melanocytic tumors was masterly delivered by the Course
Director and after a brief coffee-break we met amazing enthusiastic and experienced Dr. Akeesha Shah
who described us all pitfalls in diagnostic salivary gland neoplasm in particular details. A very
interesting and pleasant feature that was characteristic for all lectures was the possibility to stop the
lecturers and discuss the most controversial issues with them and the rest of the fellows. I was really
attentive to details that they mentioned. And one thing that I really appreciated was that they gave us
the brochures with the content of all lectures, and we were able to make notes to study after the
lectures. After lunch our tutors gave us a short workshop about Case Presentation approach and one
by one easily and very naturally (fluently) performed their own Case Reports. At this moment everyone
among us fellows knew the date of their presentations. There were two Case Report sessions: in the
afternoon of Tuesday and Thursday. We finished at 5 o’clock, and before dinner me and my colleague
from Ukraine visited Salzburg's Old Town that was still illuminated by Christmas lights and created a
fabulous mood.
January 7, Tuesday After the breakfast, we met a skilled breast pathology specialist Dr. Andrea
Dawson. She gave lectures about papillary and sclerosing lesions of the breast and described all key
features and pitfalls of biopsy interpretation in details. After the coffee-break, my attention was
focused on another area: Spindle Cell and Myxoid Soft Tissue Tumors. Dr. Jesse McKenney delivered
this complicated and tricky topic with an artistic approach. Sometimes the lectures resembled a

painting lesson and looked very creative, remarkable and highly informative. I found it very useful,
because it explained the clear and simple algorithm for spindle cell tumors diagnostic. After a tasty
lunch the first Fellows’ Case Presentation Session was started. Everyone seemed a bit nervous. (with
one exception: our charming Forensic Medicine colleague Danica Cvetcovic) I guess that is why during
presentations the tension in the Grand Hall was palpable. However, all cases were really interesting
and exciting, we didn’t notice how time went by. After dinner, in good company of our tutors we had
the Open Schloss’ Arenberg Cup table football championship on the fifth floor, to take the edge off.
January 8, Wednesday. After breakfast Dr. Steven Billings held a lecture about Fibrohistiocytic tumors,
then Dr. Irene Sulzbacher told us about Cystic Lesions of Jaw and Neck. It was very valuable information
about entities that I often meet in my daily practice. Before the coffee-break we gathered with other
fellows for taking a picture in front of Schloss Arenberg. The day continued with one of the most
interesting and thrilling lectures by fascinating and clever Dr. Romana Hoeftberger, which was about
antibody-associated autoimmune encephalitis. Dr. Zsuzsanna Bago-Horvath closed this seminar day
with “Neoadjuvant Chemotherapy: Quantifying Response”. After lunch we had a free afternoon so all
of us went to visit the Hohensalzburg (Salzburg Castle). I was impressed by admiring the panorama of
this wonderful city and the beautiful mountains surrounding it. It looked like something from a fairy
tale. After dinner I went to my room to do some work and then went to bed very early.
January 9, Thursday. After breakfast Dr. Jesse McKenney gave us lectures about Uterine Smooth
Muscle Tumors and Adipocytic Neoplasia. Lectures were detailed and excellent. They contained quite
a huge amount of tips for differential diagnosis of tumors, which are not so easy to diagnose. I am
looking forward to sharing this valuable information with my colleagues at home! After lunch the
Second Fellows’ Case Presentation Session started and I knew that I will be the last one to present. I
have to say that I was a bit nervous like all of us, but the friendly and kind attitude of the Faculty and
my classmates gave me confidence. After the Case Session Ms. Stephanie Faschang gave us a lot of
information about the American Austrian Foundation, its aims and all the possibilities that this
Foundation can give to young doctors who would like to advance their knowledge. And the most
wonderful event that happened this day was a classical music concert in the Grand hall. And I really
enjoyed it, because I love classical music.
January 10, Friday. The last seminar day was full of interesting lectures about metaplastic carcinoma
and core needle biopsy of breast and inflammatory dermatopathology took by Dr. Andrea Dawson and
Dr. Steven Billings. Directly before lunch the post-seminar test was performed and this was our last
academic activity in the seminar framework. In the evening we had a graduation dinner and were
awarded a diploma, group picture and a contact book with each of our contact information and picture
inside. Looking back at the week, I have mixed feelings. I was very happy because I have learned a lot,
I found new friends, and yet at the same time I am very sad because the seminar is over. I want to
express my gratitude to the AAF and the OMI seminar organizers for choosing me, for giving me this
opportunity to get new knowledge, for new useful skills, for unique chance to understand the level of
the world’s standards of quality in practical pathology. Thank you, our intelligent Faculty for amazing,
highly informative, modern and creative lectures, which I definitely will be using in my daily practice.
And, certainly, thank you for the chance to meet new people from other countries, to share an
experience and make new friends.
Nina Bondarenko, MD (Ukraine)

